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LETTER in ths „ Dath Pot of = 
2 January the 31ſt, : 


Which relates to 7 = 


Abe Murder of K. Canes: Ia ich 
LETTER this blaſphemous poſition is ad. 
vanced, viz. That the murderers of K. Charles 
were more wicked and inexcuſable than the mur- 
derers of Jeſus Chriſt ! our Saviour*s prayer on 
the Croſs being an ADVANTAGEOUS CERTIFI- 
CATE to his murderers. 


4 


; Upon an Examination of this, and ſeveral other : 
HPeculiarities in this Letter, the Author ap | 


k to be no other than ſome Feſuit or Popiſo S 
in the diſguiſe of a e mourning the Deaem 
of King Ser and in great confuſion and . = 

{pair about the EY Tears, | 
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LETTER in the Daily Pot; 51 15 11 = 
31ſt of Januar), referring to the Murder _ 9 
| of K. Charles I. I cow'd' not read; 4 K ͤ é 
Chriſtian, without a great deal of abhorreiice * as it = 
fo evidently diſcovers (at beſt) an enthufi iſtical Spi- 3 
rit, and is worked up, on the moſt wicked and bla | 
phemous Principles. The infamous Writer. begins 
N with telling us, that the murder of K, Charles was 8 
x crime more deteſtable and abhorrent; than fe 2 
murder of jeſus Chriſt; and that the murderers of 4 
the King were far leſs exculable, than the, crucifiers 4 
of our Saviour! K 
Theſe are hisown expreſs Words: «We deteſt the 

40 Jews for the crucificion of our Saviour, and for 

that crime they are abhorr d, even by Turks and | 
« Pa ns; but Pes % God we E ood in ex- | 
4 ü for the murder of our King, as they had for | 
* the cruel death to which they put Jefus Chriſt 7 1 
The reaſon on which he ſupports this inſolent * 6 1 


» has 
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— — 
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blaſphemous Poſition, is this; viz. That out 
viour gave his murderers an H certi- 
© ficate, when he prayed to his F ather to forpive 

+ them, becauſe they knew not what they did, 
As this has been 8 5 uſe of, both b A | 
Writer, and others, to vile purpoſes, © ſhall "take 
" ſome pains in examining into the nature” of this 4 
nee ot the miſapf lication- of "this Prayer. _ 
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2 De J:svirT Unmask'd. 
Io this purpoſe, let it be firſt obſerved, that in 
the Letter-Writer's ſenſe, this prayer of Chrift's 

muſt be authoritative and effectual; and as fuch; 

imply a dignity, yea, a divinity of nature. Which 
ſurely cannot with any front be applied by him to 

K. Charles. And if not, as he hasput the aggravation 

of the fin of the Regicides upon the baſis of the ſa- 

credneſs and dignity of the perſon of K. Charles; 
the weight of guilt on the Regicides, will diminiſh 
in proportion to thoſe degrees of dignity and facred- 

_ 1n which our Saviour exceeded the facredneſs 

and dignity of K. Charles : between whom there 1s 

ſuch an infinite diſtance, that it diſtreſſes me to think 
how any man, who owns the chriſtian revelation, 

_ dares to put them in compariſon. It is methinks the, 
moſt unparallelPd affront that cou'd be offer'd to 
him by whom God made the world ole 

But ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, viz. that this 
prayer was an act of indemnity to the murderers of 

Chriſt in the Enthuſiaſt's ſenſe, it will by no means 

make their crime, or the vileneſs of it, the leſs atro- 

cious 3 ſo that its degree of turpitude wou'd remain 
juſt the ſame that it was, before ſuch prayer was 
made for them. Should K. George pardon a Rebel, 

or an Aſſaſſin, it would no way leſſen his crime, or 

deſtroy the truth of the fact: but it might yet be 

ſaid, that he was the ſinful wretch, altho* he now 
enjoys the benefit of a pardon. 
„III: is true, the murderers of Chriſt had in this 
ſenſe much the advantage of the Regicides, foraſ- 
much as if Jeſus had ſaid to his murderers, I for- 
give you ; he had ſpoke with authority, the Father 
having given him commiſſion to forgive ſins: but if 

K. Charles had ſaid to his murderers, F heartily for- 

give you; ſuch declaration could only benefit him- 

ſelf, as being a proper wn a of mind for a crea- 
ture to die with, that needed much more forgiveneſs 
from his Maker, This makes a wide difference! But 

oe - did 


did this diſad vantage the Regicides laboured under, 
in compariſon of the murderers of Chriſt, add to 
their guilt ? or was it only to their misfortune ?\ Pl 
venture to affirm it could not be to the former.” 

I am apprehenfive the Letter-Writer lays his 
chief ſtreſs upon the ignorance of Chriſt's murderers z 
and by doing fo, methinks he has given us an hint, 
by which we may diſcover what he is: it is well 
known, there are a ſort of men in the world, that 
place a great deal of merit in ignorance { they have 
even taught it to be the true mother of devotion, — 
juſt as if Godalmighty is moſt acceptably worſhipped 


by a parcel of fools! But this is all farce ; the known 


end of this maxim is to ſerve the vile and avaricious 
purpoſes, of the prieſt, by being the better able 
thereby to impoſe on the people. And hence, 


I doubt not but this Letter-Mriter would have us 


believe, that Chriſt's murderers being a ſett of ve- 
ry. ignorant fellows, well-educated by the prieſts ; 
are fo far from deſerving the infamous name of mur- 
derers, that they ought truly to be fainted! and have 
a place allowed them in his Church's Calendar. 

I proceed to ſome farther views of this prayer, 
Father forgive them, for, &c. And it muſt be al- 
lowed, that this did expreſs a temper worthy the 
Son of God ; we find that his Godlike behaviour 
on the Croſs, made even the Roman Captain to glo- 
. rify God, and confeſs him to have been a righteous 
Man. Nay, all the people that came out of curio- 


ſity to ſee the crucifixion, when they beheld the 


things that were done, ſmote their breaſts, and re- 
turned. But this no way proves, that this prayer 
of Chriſt was an advantageous certificate to the con- 
trivers and perpetmtors of his death. On the con- 
trary, we are well aſſured, that not ane of them re- 


ceived the leaſt advantage by it, who did not re- 
pent of the hand he had had in this ne 


| B 2 
2 Luk xxili. 47, 48. 
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His Apoſtles often charge the Jews with great 

wickedneſs, as being parties concerned in his death: 
- Peter fays, Him ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands crucified and ſlain F, St. Stephen tells them, 
that Jeſus was a Man approved of God among 
them, by figns, wonders, and miracles, as 
themſelves knew, ---- and yet they took him, - arid 

y wicked hands crucified, and their Fathers 
had ſlain hem who had ſhewn before of the coming 
of that juſt one, of whom they themſelves had 
lately been the betrayers and murderers. Nay; we 
find, that thoſe yery prieſts who were immediately. 
concerned in the murder of Chrift, continued to 
perſecute and kill his diſciples. Surely then, theſe 
are no ſigns of his prayer being an advantageons cer- 
tificate to them; nor will it at all prove, that they 
were the perſons our Saviour prayed for. ----- They 
know not what they do, don't agree at all with the 
character and conduct of the High Prieft and Sanbe- 
drim ; for when Judas's remorſe had led him to re- 
turn the money which they had given him to betray 
his maſter, notwithſtanding he paſhonately declared his 
maſter's innoceney, and his own guilt; yet they bid 
him look to that, and proceeded to ſeck for witneſs 
againſt Jeſus, and actually did ſuborn witneſſes.—: 
Rate knew it to be for envy that they delivered 
him, and expreſsly pronounced him innocent. 
Surely then theſe could not be the ignorant intended 
in the prayer of our Saviour, in the Letter-Wri. 
ter's ſenſe of ignorance. - Beſides, the whole Jewiſh 
nation rejected the 'counſel of God againft them- 
ſelves, and by their wilful 'impenitence and obſti- 
nmacy incurr'd the ſentence of an exemplary puniſh- 

ment, in the total deſtruction of their City, Tem- 


* 


le, and Polity! But this great defolation, I pre- 
ume, muſt not be underftood as an 4⁴⁴ of forgroe- 


2 AQ ii. 23. + Acts if. Fr, 52. 
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an advantageous tertificate to his murderers. They 
| know not what they do, if applied to the murderers: 
of Chtift; cannot intend any want of evidence of 
his being the Mefliah and Son of Ged, they had: 
the fulleſt evidence of this, from his holy and uſe- 
ful life; the excellency of the doctriie he taught, 
ſo well calculated to inform and benefit mankind . 
as well as from that kind and benevolent Spirit he 
always expreſs'd throughout his whole miniſtry, 
conſtantly going about to do good! Henee, he ſays 
to the Jews, that if he had not come among them 
they had had 10 Sin, (i. e. comparatively) but thas 
now they had no cloak for their ſin. And to the 
fame purpoſe he tells them, that if they were 
or wanted a capacity of ſeeing, they ſhould have 
no fin; but as they confeſſed, they had à capacity 
of diſcernment, and did ictually ſee: his ——_ 
works, their obſtinate mfidelity in re uch 
means of conviction, left them — without ene. 
cuſe their ſin remained. | 
They know not what they do, ot then — 
either a want of Capacity, or the want of 
means of Conviction, it muſt therefore intend ſomes. 
thing elſe; and that is, as I apprehend, a full and 
forcible declaration of their guilt z it is not a-Phea 
in their excuſe, or favour, but a ſtrong charge u upon 
them: Father forgive them, they act as Men withs 
out underſtanding, they are directed whelly by 
prejudice, and evil rinciples! | Thus St. Puul ſays; 
that they that dwell -at Feruſulem, and their Ruler, 
becaufe they tow bin nor, nor yet the” voices of 
1 ophets which are read every Sabbath-Uayy 
967 8e Ra fulfilled, in murdering him. Now; chen 
Fr read him, or the voice of the prophets; 
was not for want of any -means ef knowledge of 
conviction, but miſt be underſtoed of their pri- 
mmal prejudices, and their A under the ſtrong 
influence of paſſion ; 5 in thin ſe e, it may be 4 8 


\ 


6 Te Jus vir Unmask'd. 
of every malefactor that villainouſly and wickedly 


takes away the life of his fellow-creature, viz. that be 
Fnows not what be does; he acts as a man without 
reaſon and underſtanding, at the ſame time that 


he has the capacity and means of knowing and con- 


ducting better. And for this reaſon, and this on- 
ys he ſtands condemned by all human laws; 
ut if it appears, that he had not the reaſoning 


powers. at his own command, or no capacity for a 
right uſe of them; if the abſence of reaſon was una- 


voidable, and he was properly a Lunatic; the ac- 
tion is then no longer elbe emed the criminal and 
puniſhable action of a man, but what is denomi- 
nated an Act of Lunacy. | 

Had this been the caſe of the Jes, methinks, 
the prayer of our Saviour would have loft its force, 
as well as its propriety ; it would have been, g. d. 
Father forgive them, for they are not guilty | They 


ated only mechanically, it was not in their power 


to do otherwiſe. —— What need of ſuch a prayer? 
this would be to mock the Deity ; and appear to 
be language very unbecoming the wiſe and holy 
Jeſus, under that great preſſure of Concern, that 


filled his departing ſoul, for the welfare of man- 


kind. 
This muſt be the 1 of St. Peter *, he ſays, And 
now . brethren, I know that thro? ignorance you 
did it, as did alſo yaur rulers. What did they do? 
why they denied the holy one, and the juſt, and 
ve preference to a murderer, —— repent there- 
are, and be converted, that your fins may be blot- 
ted out. . d. I know you have laid aſide your 
reaſon, and have acted as men without ee 
ing, otherwiſe you'd never have been ſo wicked as 


to prefer a vile miſcreant, to one in whom no fault 


0 e n be une | I exhort you therefore to 


re: 


1 e 


The JES ur r Lamam d. 
repent, and come to make uſe of your reaſenig 
ers, that the Father may forgive you — ** 
The Enthyfiaſt 1 am taking notice of, may per- 

haps think, that there is yet one Text will ſupport 

his ſenſe of the prayer, Father forgive em, for 

they, &c. and juli his applying the latter words, 

as a reaſon for their forgrveneſs— and that is, 

1 Tim. i. 13. St. Paul ſays of himſelf, that before 

he had embraced the Goſpel, he was a blaſphemer, 

and a perſecutor, and injurious, but he obtained 

mercy, becauſe he did it ignorantly, in unbehef.—— 

But the Greek conjunction ori, which is tranflated 

becauſe, may as well be tranſlated, as touching that, 

and when we conſider that {i#] is not in the orig! 
ginal; IJ am of opinion that the Apoſtle's ſenſe 

will appear more perfect, if we read it thus, I was 

ſo and ſo wicked; but I obtained mercy. as touching 

that I did ignorantly, and in unbelief. And then 

we ſee with what great propriety he adds, this is 

indeed a faithful ſaying, or an undoubted fact, that 

Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, 

of whom I am a chief, a premier, a firſt, or a moſt 

remarkable inſtance. But if we read the words 

in the Letter-Writer's view of ignorance, we ſhall 

make the Apoſtle very inconſiſtent with himſelf, 

for he was no ſuch t, or remarkable finner as 

he repreſents himſelf to be; nor was it an at 

mercy of any conſiderable fize, that he obtained; 

if his ignorance and unbelief were a plea in his fa- 

vour, or were the unavoidable occaſions or motives 

of his conduct. . Lok: | 

Having ſhewn that the Entbufaſt's ſenſe of our 

Saviour's prayer on the Croſs,” is an - unjuſt one, 
and that it was no advantageous certificate for his 

Murderers, or even the leaſt plea in their excuſe; 

it will de expected from me, that I take ſome more 

particular notice, of the true ſenſe of the prayer: 

Father forgive them, for, &c. I have already pip- 

ved that the latter part is a charge upon them, of 
| 2 the 


” . 


he greatneſs of their guilt, hey know not phat they 
do; they act a moſt unreaſonable, wicked part! 
Father forgive them: — or as the protomartyr ex- 
Preſſes it, lay not this SIN to their charge; give 
them yet time and ſpace for repentance; they are 
indeed a perverſe and wicked generation! but not- 
withſtanding they have committed all manner of 
blaſphemy and ſin againſt me, the /an of man; 
throughout my whole. miniſtry 3 ſuffer not the ob. 
iligation to puniſhment immediately to take place 
-Let my Goſpel be yet offered to them under the 
diſpenſation of the SPIRIT; it may be, they may 
be wrought.upon and reclaimed by that la/t addreſs 
 which:ſhall be made to them—but if not, I know 
very well, their fin againſt that finiſhed evidence 
of my miſſion, ſhall not be forgiven them: They 
hall periſh, and moſt of them too; in that great 
deſtruction- that will come upon them. Purſuant to 
this, it is, that we find our Saviour after his reſur- 
rection, commiſſioning his diſciples to preach. the 
doctrine of repentance and remiſſion of fins, to all 
nations, beginning at Feruſalem. And he tells 
them, that upon the deſcent of the Spirit, they 
iſhould be witneſſes to him, both in Feruſalem, and 
in all Judea, and Samaria, and unto the utmoſt 
parts of the earth; and we learn by the hiſtory 
of the firſt planting of Chriſtianity by the Apoſtles, 
that many were converted and embraced the Chri- 
· ſtian doctrine; even till the year of Chriſt 46, and 
of Claudius 6, in which year, Paul and Barnabas 
declare to the Jews at Antioch, that altho' it was ne- 
ceſſary that the word of God ſhould firſt be ſpoken 
to them, yet ſeeing they put it from them, and 
judged themſelves unworthy of everlaſting life; lo, 
ſay they, we turn to the Gentile. 
Thus it is evident, that this prayer of our Savi- 
our may with great propriety be underſtood to re- 
der to the Jewiſh Nation, and the further advan- 
en e eee 7 0 tages 
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he beg'd they might be yet favour 
_ e the ere. treatment” 05 
had given him, the Lord of life and glory! on ac- 
count of which treatment, the fun veibd his face, 
the rocks rent, and univerſal nature ſeemed con- 
vuls d 
In the nit place, let us conſider a lite, chis 
Enthufiafts charge on the murderers of K. Charles. 
His words are theſe; But, Sir, what excuſe, 
*« what certificate of their ignorance have the mur- 
<« derers'of K. Charles the iſt to produce, in mis 
« tigation of a crime, the infamy of which will 
« ſtick upon us as long as monarchical Govern- 
« ment ſubſiſts in the world ? Alas they have 
none; not the leaſt alleviating circumſtance of 
< ignorance to fly to for refuge: they knew what 
« they did; -_ knew that the victim of all their 
= ale inſolence, rage and fury, was their 
natural and lawful Sovereign an K. ing, to 
„ whom they ow'd fidelity and obedience, both 
« by the Laws of God, and the Laws of the 
« Kingdom : They knew that it was the ſacred 
Head of their Liege Lord, the Head of the Al- 
<6 mighty's anointed, and vicegerent over them, 
that they ſtruck off in the face of all mankind, 
" Wh. the Ax of the Hangman, under the as pre- 
ſterous as wicked pretence of treaſon and re- 
1 bellion apainſt the people. This is the difference 


< in guilt between them and the Jews, the Eg 


<« Rebels and Regicides knew what they did, ail 


the unhappy and much more exculable Jows: did 


0 * not, 3”. 
I ſhall examine a little into this charge on hs 


Engliſh Regicides as it ſtands in contraſt, with that 


of the Murderers of Chriſt; and as carefully. 8 | 
can obſerve the emphaſis. 


And firſt, the Regicides we are told knew that 
the victim of their rage 13 their natural and la w- 


ful 


S The Ja$ULT: Unmask'd. 
ful King--- this Entbuſiaſt, I ſuppoſe, would. 
have us believe, that the Jews never had any evi- 
dence of the divine authority and power of Jeſus ;- 
altho* we are told, that they would gladly have 
made him a King, more than once---- and had ſeen 
him produce ſuch credentials of his coming from 
God, as would have been ſuffictent tb have con- 
vinced any unprejudiced and honeft obſerver,----- 
But theſe Regicides knew K. Charles to be their 


natural and lawful King----- I profeſs I am puzzled . 
to know what this Letter-Hriter means, by natu- 


the world with an equality of power and right of 
dominion ; and mature men conſidered as in a ſtats 
of nature, have a perfect freedom to order their 
actions, and diſpoſe of their diſtin& properties, 
without doping on the will of any other, but 
yet even a ſtate of nature has a Law of nature to 
govern and direct in ſuch a ſtate, and that is Rea- 
n. In this ſtate, injuring or invading the pro- 
perties of .any man is contrary to reaſon : In this 
ſtate alſo, every man has a property in his own 
perſon. The labour of his body and the work- 
manſhip of his hands are properly his; and the ex- 
tent of this property, nature has well determined 
to be limited by that labour, and the conveniencies 
of life. Let it then be carefully obſerved, that it is 


ſtrict view to the preſervation of pro and a 
more ſafe and ſecure diſtribution of juſtice; for in a 
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Nate of nature, there are ſeveral things wanting to 
make theſe ſecure. 

As firſt, a common conſent to ſome known Lan- 
dard of right and wrong, this want is occaſioned 
by the unequal attendance of men to the Law of 
Reaſon ; LITE intereſt ariſing, is very apt to biaſs 
weak min 

Again, there wants a known indifferent autho- 

rized Judge to determine differences according to 
that known Law, 
And there wants power to ſupport and execute 
his ſentence. Theſe things make men ſhelter them- 
ſelves under eſtabliſhed Laws of Government ; and 
from theſe to ſeek a fuller ſecurity of their pro- 
perties. 

In this view it is, that we have the original right 
and riſe of both the legiſlative and executrve pow- 
er, as well as of Governments and Societies them- 
ſelves T. | 
Now I would aſk in what view K. Charles 

could with any propriety be called the natural King 
of theſe Regrcides ? a King ſuppoſes a Community 


or Society over which he governs ; and if property * 


be preſerved in that Community, there muſt be an 
agreement or compact entred into between him and 
his people, which will limit his er on the one 
fide, and their obedience and ſubj jaftion on the 
other: otherwiſe, the ſubject is in 1 of ſlav 
1. e. if the will and power of his prince be not 
mited; for as a man in a ſtate of nature 2 
over his own life, or the life and 3 perty of ano- 
ther to take it a a Page he p ſo he cannot 
de ſup of making over more power 
than he bas to his prince; ſo whenever a prince 
makes not the Law 150 8 he is to e but 


4 See Locke's Eflay on Civil Government, from which T have 
taken my view, 


. 
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his own will, the rule of his action; and whenever 
his commands or actions are not directed to * 
preſer vation of the properties of his people, he's 
Tyrant, and not a lawful Prince; and the e 
tion of the Community i is unſafe and impracticable. 
K. James I. in his Speech to the Parliament 
1609, ſays thus, © The King binds himſelf by a 
double Oath, to the on of the funda- 
mental Laws of his Kingdom. Tacitely, as aids 
« being 4 King and ſo bound, to protect as w 

e the people as the Laws of his Kingdom; and 
<« expreſly by his Oath. at his Coronation ; ſo as 
every juſt King in a ſettled Kingdom is bound to 
s obſerve that pation made to his people by his 
Laws in framing his Government agreeable there- 
s unto.----, And therefore a King governing in a 
c ſettled Kingdom, leaves to be a King, and dege- 
s nerates into a Tyrant, aſloon as he leaves off to 
e rule-according to his Laws. Therefore all 
.*« Kings that are not Tyrants, or perjured, will be 
e glad to bound themſelves within the limits of 
be their Laws. And they that perſuade them the 
contrary, are Vipers, Peſts both againſt them 
and the Commonwealth”, 

Thus it is evident, that wherever Law * — 
= Tyranny begins, if the Law be tranſgreſſed 
to another's harm; and whoſoever in authority 
exceeds the power given him by the Law, and 
makes uſe of the force he has under his com- 
mand to compaſs that upon the ſubject - which the 
Law allows not; ceaſes in that to be a Magi- 
ſtrate, and acting without authority, may be op- 
poſed as any other man, ne, by force invades 
the ri bite cider rat —_ 

Now if it ſhall be made appear from plain un- 
doubted facts that K. Charles the 1ſt, left off to rule 
ac 


see Locke's Eflay. | 
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according to the Laws of his Kingdom, nay did ſo 
far violate his Coronation-Oath, as to ſubvert the 
fundamental Laws thereof; we have his Royal 
Father's word for it, that he left off to be a King, 
and did actually degenerate into a Tyrant: 
that as a conſequeuce of his uſe of the foree 
under his command to compaſs that on the ſubject 
which the Law did not allow, he ceaſed to be a 

magiſtrate, ſuch action and behaviour being with- 
out any authority either of God or man, and he 
might as lawfully-be oppoſed, as one ſubject may 


oppoſe another, who by force invades his property, 


in defiance of all Lax. 

It will not be very difficult to prove, that K. 
Charles did by his own overt-a#s ceaſe to be a 
King; and that he did ſet up his own will as the 
rule of his conduct; and in the moſt flagrant in- 
ſtances ſubverted the Engliſh Conſtitution, | 

The better to illuſtrate this point, 1 ſhall firſt at- 
tempt to ſhew his ſtrong diſpoſition to Popery, as it 
appeared in ſeveral inſtances ; which perhaps was 
the ſource of his unhappy conduct. 

In his Letter to Pope Gregory XV. he tells his 


holy Father, That it was very certain he ſhould 


*© never be ſo affectionate to any thing in the world, 

<« as to endeavour alliance with a Prince that has 
« the ſame apprehenſions of the true religion with 
“ himſelf; therefore, fays he, I intreat your holi- 
neſs to believe, that I have been always far from 
<< encouraging a lties; or to be a — of any 
« faction againſt the Catholic, Apoſtolical Romun 
Religion. But on the contrary, I have ſought 
all occafions to take away the ſuſpicion that might 


« reſt upon me. And that I will apply my ſelf for 
the time to come, to have but one Religion and 


„ ne Faith.” C“ 5 
This Letter was occaſioned by his ſoliciting a 
with the Jyfanta of Coping. See A 
Vol, II. p. 221. 


C 4 , 
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Ihere are alſo four remarkable articles in favour 
of the Papiſts, which his Father and he bind 
themſelves by oath to obſerve. 15:4. p. 223. 
le married Henrietta-Maria, a Lady of France, 
and allowed her a Chapel at Somerfet- Houſe, with a 
- Convent of Fryers adjoining to it. ----- It is true, 
there's one Hiſtorian tells us, that the King ſaw the 
Queen's French attendants very inſolent, and fo diſ. 
- mifled them; for they had impoſed a ſtrange kind 
af penance on her, viz. © That ſhe ſnouꝰd go bare. 
foot from Somer/et-Houſe to Tyburn-Gallows, to 
offer up her prayers for ſome Prieſts and Jeſuits, 

4 that had been executed there for treaſon.” | See 
Wood's Life of K. Charles, p. 14. 
Ihe affair of his lending the King of Franc 
which were employed againſt the poor proteſtant 
- Rochellers, is an account, as Rapin ſtates it, which 
looks with but a very indifferent aſpect; the charge 
is ftrong againſt him in the Declaration of both 
| Houſes,” Fuly 25. 1643. Wen 

It is true, Mood ſays, © That K. Charles bein ſen- 
% fible of his Brother's miſ-employing his ſhips, 
* ſent to demand the reſtitution of them; but was 
. «© anſwered, that his ſubjects detained them con- 
e trary to his mind, and that he might get them 
L as he cou d.“ See the Page referr'd to before, 
A deſign was form'd in the ſecond year of this 

reign, to tolerate publickly the Romiſb Religion 
« in Ireland; and this was granted and confirmed 
by his majeſty i in the fourth year of his reign, in 
2: . of 120000 J. to be paid him by a 
three years levy on the Kingdom in general, to 
0 eee _ Proteſtants were Aly ſubfected with 
2 Bs w were ſent ons England to Ireland, 

* to the judges and proper officers, to ſtay all pro? 
- <..ceedings againſt papiſts, for their non: atte- 
46, n Church ſervice; but the t 
g $6 at 
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« at the ſame time had 9 d. per day levied upon 
em for their abſence on each Sunday and holy- 
cc da 
I, Fe Counties in Ireland intended for the poſ- | 
« ſeſſion and plantation of Proteſtants, being thrown, 
« into his Majeſty's hands by the E. of Strafford, 
« were, notwithſtanding the ſolicitations of the 
Lords Juſtices of Ireland, given away by the 
« King in the Queen's preſence, at the papiſts re 
« queſt, for a rent of 2000 /” x. 
Theſe and ſeveral other articles you may ſee i in 
the Declaration of both Houſes, July 25. 1643. 3. 
mentioned by Rapin at large, Vol. II. p. 491. Fal. 

That horrid Maſſacre which begun in Ireland i in 
OFob& 1641. and in which near 200,000 were bar- 
barouſly murder'd, by the inſtigation of the Pope's 
conſecrated Butchers, appears to be a Cataſtrophe in 
which The Queen was undoubtedly concern'd 
in it.“ It was Ireland (ſays Lord Clarendon) that 
drew the firſt blood; if they had not at that time re- 
bell'd, and in that manner, tis very probable all the 
4 which afterwards befel the n his do- 
minions, had been prevented, Vol. I. p. 2 wo 

The Iriſh Butchers openly declared, x5. what 
they did they had authority for from England; 
and they cali'd the Parliament of England a parcel 
of Rebels and Traitors.----- 
en the year 1643. Jobn Dod late miniſter of 
« Annegilliffe in the County of Cavan, declar d, that 
« he ſaw at Oxford many whom he knew to have 
« been concern'd as Managers in the Iriſb Maſſacre, 
« among whom were three Franciſcan Fryers, 
and three 7eſuits, who were all fix enliſted in 
e Lord Dillon's troop, and were call'd Cornets:; 
* and that as near as he cou'd compute, there 
* were then at Oxford above 3000 of thoſe re- 


« bels, 


| . See: Benxet's Mem. p. 262, 263 864 * wur hi of 
Purit. Vol. II. p. 504, 505. 506. | 
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* bels; and that moſt of the King's life-gnard 
were Iriſh.” Rapin, p. 492, 499. 
Beſides, Rapin gives us a Letter found in the 
E. of Antrim's pocket, wrote by the Lord of 
Aboyne,-----1n which he particularly complains of 
the want of ammunition, and confeſſes the ſta 
of it wou'd render his fidelity uſeleſs to her Ma- 
xlty's ſervice. Nevertheleſs, Antrim was accoun- 
ted his Majeſty's good Subject, as appears from 
his having a paſs from the E. of Newcaſtle. ---. 
Rapin, as above. 
This collection of narratives, I hope, is ſuffi- 
cient to prove the good affection his Majeſty had 
to the Popiſh Religion; and of inviolably keep- 
mg firm to that N which he made his Hali- 
xeſs, viz. that he would apply himſelf for the time 
to come, to have but one religion, and one faith 
As a King, he was bound by law to preſerve 
the Conſtitution of a free people; but he appears 
to have wholly wav'd the obligation of his oath, 
and pation with them. He extorted Money by 
Loans as he calfd it, on the nobility and gentry, 
according to their degree; that is to fay, he bor- 
rowed ſo much a-head of them ; and if they were 
not 5 he made them depoſite. ----- Rapin, 
P. 243. 
He diffoly'd thivs parliaments in the four firſt 
years of his reign.----It is true Rapin ſays, that 
the D. of Buckingham infpired him with maxims 
deſtructive to the Government; - but then even 
after his death, he imagined he might do with- 
out a parliament: : and looked upon them as only 
e to ſupply him with money. From the 
year 1628 to 1640, he had no parliament, during 
which time the King levied Taxes by the meer act 
oy his will upon his — 


The 


See Antrim's defence, in NeaP's Hitt of Pur. vol. ii. * wh | 
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taxation, - ſubſidies of Tonnage and Poundage 
on Merchants goods, are inſtances of it. 

As to this laſt, the Parliament that met the 20th 
of October 1628, appointed a Committee, who re 
port, That many Merchants had had their 
« ſeized for not paying the Cuſtoms of tonnage and 
poundage, being then againſt the N 0 of 
* right, (which by the way, the King had ſwore 
to) and the - privilege of parliament. For 
« which Sir John Yorſhdm, Mr. Daws, Mr. Car- 
„ marthen, Farmers of the Cuſtoms, were required 
& to give an account.” -The King intervenes, 
and tells the Parliament, they acted under his com- 
mand. -The Houfe teſolv'd 1 upon a remonſtrance, 
the Speaker refus'd to read it.----Mr. Hollis read it; 
the King ſent the uſher of the #lack rod to diſſolve 
the Parliament,----Sir Miles Hobart lock'd him out. 
The King ſent for the Captain of the Penſion- 


ers, and the Guard, to force a paſſage,---the mem- 


bers leave the houſe. ---The King goes to the Lords; 
and diſſolves the Parliament; preſently after 
ſeiz'd ten of the late members, and ſent them to 
priſon. Wood owns all this, p. 21, 22, 2 3, 24. a 
In 1633, by the advice of his pious Biſhe 
particularly the holy Laud, Maſter of the Revell 


he reviv'd his F ather's declaration for big 


ſports and paſtimes on a Sunday. _ 
This I reckon was no impolitic thing in K. 
Charles; for the mote he a divert the people 
from attending to their Bibles, whilſt they cou'd 
come at them, the more wou'd they be prepar'd 
for receiving that religion, which Ne ith ignorance 
of the*great Truths of Chriſtianity, as · the true ſpi⸗ 
fit of its devotion. 

Ihaye heard a ſtory of an honeſt Country Par- 
ons who in his Sermon on the murder of K. Charles, 
was thewing the heinouſneſs of the fin of ſhedding 


TD © ane 


| innocent blood „but, faid he, I-muſt 1 
that neither K. Charles nor his F ather, ever proſj 


by 
= 

o 
3$ 

5 
7 
bo | 
* 4 
1 
| 
1 

3 


— _— — — 5 
4 - * 
S « 
* 8 r 
* 
7 


not be preſerved with the utmoſt care and caution, 
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per'd, after they turned days of religious worſhip, | 
into days of ſport and recreation. 

The King, in the year 1641, ſent Sir William 
Killigrew and Sir William Fleming, to the Cloſets - 
of divers members of the Houſe of Commons, to 
ſeal up their Trunks, and ſeize their papers, vizz 
the Lord Kmbolton's, Mr. Pim's, Mr. Hamb den 8 
Mr. Denzil Hollis's, Sir Arthur Haſelrig's, and Mr. 
Stroud's, contrary to the privilege of Parliament. 
On the 3d of June, he ſent Sir Edward Herbert to 


demand theſe five members. On the 4th of Ja- 


nuam, the King came into the Houſe of Commons, 


and ſeated himſelf in the Speaker's Chair, and de- 


manded the fve members to be delivered to him, | 
contrary to the privileges of the Houſe.---- 

This was the man, that the Letter-Writer calls, 
the Regicides natural and lawful Sovereign, their 
ſacred and liege Lord, the 2 8 — 
and Vicegerent over them, to whom ow'd fi- 
delity and obedience, both by the — of God, 
and the laws of the Kingdom — 


I now come to confider the force and propriety 3 


of theſe Epithets. | 

J am well aware that ſuch Fure divino Men as 
our Letter-Writer is, wou'd have us think, that 
the. union. of the prieft conveys ſuch a ſacretneſs 
which no iniquity can remove. Inaſmuch as he ſo 
emphatically calls the bead of Charles I. the ſacred 
Head of their Liege Lord, and the N of the 
Almighty s en, and his Vicegerent. 

I wou d not here be underſtood. 2 f 1 ende 
to throw any reflections which might intimate an 
anfitneſs in a ſolemn: ſeparation of men to the King- 
ly office; I am far from imagining that the dignity 
and facredneſs of their Perſons and Character ſhou'd 


* 


in order to ſecure the good influence ind neceſſary 
we __ of their authority:-- ---But then J am per- 
ſuaded, that all the ſolemnity of their inauguration 


. 
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1s inſufficient and unable to juſtify any violation of 


theſe Laws to which they have ſworn they will ſub- 
ject their actions, and by which they promiſe to 
direct their authority. Holy Writ informs us, that 
Aaron, and his Sons in he prieftly office, had the 
holy oil poured both on their perſons and garments ; 
----but this holy oi prov'd no ſecurity to his Sons, 
when they violated the Law of their office : ---- but 
a fire went out from the Lord, and devoured them *. 
The firſt King of 1 ae! was anointed, and is em- 
phatically call'd ths Lord's anointed; but he was a 
wicked King, and murder'd himfelf.----- 
Perhaps the Letter-Writer may fay, that the 


Scriptures urge upon us the doctrine o non-refiſt- * 


ance and paſhve obedience, both from the conduct 


of David to Saul, and from the expreſs command 
of St. Paul.----The Lord forbid, fays David, that I 


ſhould do this to my maſter the Lord's anointed, to 


 fretch forth my hand againſt him, ſeeing be is the 
anointed of the 2 to AMiſbai he ſays, 


Deftroy him not; for who can ſtretch forth his hand 


againſt the Lord's anointed, and be guiltleſs © 


To have done, or ſuffered this to = done, wou'd 


have been unworthy of David; for Saul was both 
times afleep- ---- belles, it wou'd have render'd 
David's intereſt with the people very precarious, 
whereas now he knew he had a great ſhare in their 
affections, and was very likely to ſucceed Saul in 
the Kingdom: nay, he was actually anointed for the 
office by Samue!.----Beſides, he-knew that Sau! had 
loſt his ſenſes, and was not in his right mind, at leaſt 
had ſome dreadful diſtemper upon him.-----lt is 
ſaid, an evil ſpirit a mY o that the Cir- 
ne „ 


eumſtances 


conſtitution of the Community. Beſides, 
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cumſtances were ſpecial and peculiar, and vill not 
þear a general 8 —_— 


To preſerye the analogy of reaſon, it would bd 
proper for a jure divino man to produce us a Prieſt, 


upon his behaving unworthy of the dignity of lis 


anoint or elect another, of a different Family, 

without any regard to Hereditary Right ; then 
may we with as 1585 ſafety as the Jews, ſubmit 
to ſuch Separations and Coronations : but they 
cannot produce any ſuch prieſt with any ſuch 


ty reſt the rights of our Sovereigns in the choice 
of the 


of their Heirs, under ſuch limitations as ſuit the 


.. 
2 


The Jewiſh Government cou'd never be intended 
as a'plan of Government to other nations; it Was 


vernour,----to which none elſe can pretend; and 
When a King was given them, he. is ſaid to be gi- 
ven in wrath ;z no regular ſucceſſion was continued. 


Century. For Reboboam the ſon of Solomon, by his 


vided between him and Ferobaam, 


Neither is there any more foundation for the 


doctrine of the Jure divine men who recommend 
non-refiſtance and 


will diſcern this to be the deſign of the apo- 
ſtle. | 


* to ſhew, that Government is neceſlary to 


e good order and weal-of Societies. 


hat ſubjection neceſſarily. makes up a part of | 


the * of Government. 


that like Samuel cou'd prove he had his orders from 
the Lord to anoint ſuch or ſuch a man a King, and 


office, he had the ſame immediate commiſſion to 


authority; and therefore we may with great ſafe- 


people, and the conſented legal ſucceſſion 


truly a Theocracy, God was their immediate Go- 


nor was the Kingdom kept entire for one whole 


ill conduct, rent the Kingdom, and it became di- 


paſſive obedience, from Rom. 13. 
If any one looks carefully into that Chapter, he 


+ * 
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That as order and regulari b 
vernment, ſo it cannot but be agreeable to the ap- 


pointments of God, inaſmuch as Ef is the God 4 | 


order. 


That FLARES] includes i in its complex Idea; 
Laws, and Sanctions, and an er to 2 : 


them. 


That reſiſting We not. only expoſes us 
to the moſt uneaſy /aniFions that 3 the Laws of 


it; but is unreaſonable in itſelf, as appears from 

the neceſſity that there is of Government. 
That the great ends of Government being to re- 

ward virtue and puniſh vice; he only can be a 


miniſter of God, or a lawful Governour that makes 


his authority ſubſerve this end. — 


And that therefore the PTY virtuos mas | 


has no occafion to fear any lawful authority, orthe 


reſentments of any Governour who is a ene 7 | 


God. + 


He How not ſay, that a Tyiant i iS ordained of 
God; or that one that rules without Law is one of 
the powers that is of God; or that it is a poer: 


He ſays indeed, that the powers that be are or- 


dained of God; but then he tells you, that the 
magiſtrates or perſons inveſted with authority are 
not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Muſt 
I then for fear of receiving damnation to m 4 
not reſiſt a power or authority, that itſelf op 
the ordinance and appointment of God, the 
tain of all power? To yield a quiet ſubjection to — 
will of another, contrary to the known Law of my 
Maker and of ſociety; is to become an ahettor of 
that irregularity, and ſo far juſtify ſuch perverſion 
of wer-— we in all ſuch caſes, ſhould rather ſay 


the apoſtles; wwe ought to obey God rather than 
men. nor ſhould we ſubmit to any ſinful com- 


pale although we hazard our. lives. by. factrees.. | 


But 


1 
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But to proceed; 1 would farther obſerve, that 
notwithſtanding the unparalleFd guilt of K. Charler 
murderers, it ſeems to me very ſurptizing, that 
even the chief and principal Contriver or Cauſe of 
that his murder, ſhould have no ſignals of divine 

follow him through the whole courſe 
of his 1 ! Rapin, particularly remarks, 
that he was the only zſurper he had met with, that 
had died-a natural death.--- I find indeed in a Let- 
ter of Feb. 1. in the Daily Poft, concerning Cardi- 
nal de Fleury's project for our delivering up of 
Gibralter that Oliver Cromwel is calbd the in. 
vincible Lord Protector] and that Cardinal Maza- 
rine dar'd as well to have eat his own fleſh; as 
have offered ſuch a project to him J- and again, 
<« that England was never more ſenſible of its o.] 
c nattiral ſtrength abroad, than under the auſpici- 
sous conduct of that magnanimous Hero! 
I juſt obſerved that Oliver died a natural death 
but it is as remarkable, that neither K. Charles 
nor his favourite Buckingham, nor thoſe other two 
miniſters $:rafford and Laud did ſo. But our Let- 
ter-Writer will have it, that this ſtain is an indeli- 
ble one 3 he calls it, the moſt infamous mark 
e that ever was fixed on any nation in the univerſe, 
<* fince the murder of the Son of God.” But he has 
not ftopp'd at this limitation Agreeable to this 
notion of the Letter-Writer's, I am informed, that 
at a Sermon preached at a Church in this City, I 
ok it was in St. Mary-ax, this laſt 30th of Ja- 
ary, the Preacher openly and roundly declared, 
varia lite of the 17; Maſſacre was not to be 
compared with this . I ſuppoſe, theſe being but 
about 200,00 that had done nothing to deſerve 
fuch barbarity, and as being murdered in cool 
bldod, were ſuch favourable circumſtances, that it 
could not be brought into the ſcale with K. Charless 
W had been conſecrated by the 


* 
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ial 3 which would. have corlare's his 
innocency ſpotleſs, notwithſtanding his own iden 
tical hand had this whole ſcene of 
bebarity !--+ This ſame. Gentleman, I am n 
told his Congregation that they ought never to lag 
aſide this humiliation till they were aſſured that 
God had forgiven this nation, which brings 
to the obſervation of ſome farther remarkable things 
in this Letter. And he ſays, / Let us enter 
« into ourſelves then, let us conſider with atten- 

« tion, and even but à grain of common ſenſe, 
« whether-God will accept our yearly - tears for the 
e murder of his anointed, and our prayers to avert 
the dreadful 'puniſhment due to the guilt of it. 

What ſhould be the reaſon of this extraordinary 
ſtrain of devotion ? why, he adds, when we at 
« the ſame time have fo magnificently, rewarded 
« the murderers, and N ſet an exam- 
ple to encourage T reaſon, Rebellion, and U ſur- 
<« pation; for the future! 

This refers to what he had before obſerv'd, Ui, 
the 1riſþ Cutathroats eſtates being given © by Oli- 
ever Cromwell and his Counſel, to theſe — 
66 rebels, and King murderers; who became 
« wards the — of Gentlemen, Eſquires, 
* Knights, and Peers of relaud, with their thou- 

fands and ten thouſands a year, the reward of 
their infamous actions. Theſe, he fays, enjoy 
« ſome of the fineſt and greateſt eſtates in Ky 
* whole Britiſb Empire; they wanton in plenty, 
<« while the — of the loyal party in Bri- 
< /ain-are ſtruggling with an heavy laad of Taxes, 
e of which the youngeſt man living is not likely to 
v ſee the end: Taxes which dn in the n 
* of K. Charles the firſt. 

\ I ſhall not ned mention, that che Protefant 
is not now taxed, only for the relief of the Paꝑpiſt; 
or that the poll- tax in the loans * before — 4 
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Executione?'s- tax of the King's Poll.--- y ſhall leave 
' theſe things, and conſider [wherein it is that” this 
Letter-Writer lays his emphaſis; for this enqu 
about the acceptance of our national tears: and in 
truth he takes off the aggravation of the guilt 
from the murderers of K. Charles, and bien it 
upon his Son K. Charles the 2d, and upon the 
Royaliſts--- his words are theſe--- * Thoſe fine e. 
« ſtates which Cromwell that Traytor; Rebel, and 
© Uſurper gave them, he intended they ſhould on- 
< ly keep till their atrears ſhould be paid, but never 
< defigned that they ſhould hold them longs 
But at the RESTORATION England very wi ely. 
c let them continue their poſſeſſion, and their bo. ; 
ee ſterity have done the ſame to this very day.” 
And thus it is, that K. Charles the zd, and the 
Loyaliſts are more wicked than C romwell, they 
having ſo magnificently rewarded the murderers; 
and impoliticly ſet an example to encourage trea- 
ſon, rebellion, and uſurpation for the future. Well 
may the Letter-Writer not venture to determine 
the point; he does much better, humbly to leave it 
to the deliberation of our orthodox Divines--- in- 
-aſmuch as he and his party, are now become deep- 
er in the guilt than that arch traitor himſelf Oliver 
Cromiell. Enter again into thyſelf, O Entbuſffuſt, 
and conſider again with attention, and even but a 
grain of common ſenſe, it is all thou haſt, and thou 
needeſt no more, conſider whether God will accept 
bay yearly tears or not.--- | 
But our Letter-Writer has introduced another 
| peculiar Topic; which is contained in the follow- 
ing ſentence--- 4 God Almighty ſays, he viſits the 
c fins of the Fathers upon the Children unto the 
third and fourth generation; but we contrary to 
the proceedings and juſtice of God himſelf, have 
& rewarded the murder of our King to the third 
d Generation of thoſe that committed of 
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generation: he tells us indeed, on the contrary, I | 
7 


whether any of the deſcendants of theſe rurderers 
have deen nal puniſhed in the methods of Pub 
vidence? have ede 
mity and dire ckihe er men ? he has not offered 
to ve any thing like this, but there 


it runs thus, fh the Lord thy 


unto 
think [generation] is not in the original. 

The threatning 18 therefore ply coriditjoit, 
the Fathers ini Ates were not to _ th 
their Children qu 

hated him, or continued to approve” of their Fa- 
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inks, it would have” bond 
—_— have poin wy | proper ſor 
ly puniſtifd 


rderers of K. Cha#les to tlie third and fourth 


they have been rewarded for it! I would afk þ 


en ſubjects” of greater ca- 


reverſe of 1 it... 22 
ut again, let Him not curtail the threatni 
"God Is a Jeabuf & 
vifiting the iniquity "of the Koto upon: he Chiller 

Be third and fourth of them that” hate me,” oe 


t lovd God, But in ch on a 
ther's ihiquity. Our Letter-Writer don't ſeem to 


have ſtudied his Bible, or rather ſeems to have Had 
none to ſtudy; otherwiſe, he would have known 


that his ſenſe of the threatning, was damn" in 


Jeremiab's time. Fer. xxxi. 29, 30. In thoſe days they 


Hall ſay no more, the Fathers bude baten a ſowre 
grape, and the Children's teeth art ſet on edge.” . | 
every one ſhall die for bis own iniquity, - every one 
=_ eateth the ſowre grape, his teeth al be ſet on 

To the ſame purpoſe, the word of the Far 
8 unto Ezekiel 18. i, 2, 3. ſaying, What mtan 
ye, that ye uſe this proverb concerning the” land of 


Iſrael, ſaying, the Fathers have eaten ſowre grapes; 


and the Children's teeth are ſet on edpe'? as live, 
ſaith the Lord God, ye ſhall not bave any more I 
cence] fo uſe this proverb in Iſrael. abe "all 

ſouls are mine, as the ſoul of the Father, ſo 


alſo the 
foul of the Son is mine, . the ſoul that finneth ſhall OS 2 
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. 3 view, I would aſk. the Letter-Mriter 


ſcendants of the loyal party, viz. Papiſts, who are 


Proteſtants; nor can he intend any elſe, by his 
loyal party of the ſubjects; an. equal weight of taxes 


to whom he would diſpoſe of theſe Iriſb Eſtates, 


26 The. Ja$8vir. UnmasE'd. 
And that whole chapter is taken up in ſhewing, 


the. ſins. of a bad Father ſhall not be reckoned to 
his pious Son ; nor the obedience of a pious Father 
"ſhall be put to dhe account of a. wicked Sal and. 
that the fincee repentance of any finner ſhall entitle 


or 1retons, ,or.,any other, have to fear the imputa - 
tion of the murder of K. Charles to themſelves, if 
they are pious men? Nay, ſuppoſing it to be the 
Hack 752 the Letter- Mriter would : ve it, it is 
out of his power to prove, that any of the parties 
camerned pamela in the tragedy of K. Charler's 
death, did not repent of the action ſo far as they 

ſaw it to be à crime, and that hereupon they were 
not pardoned; by God! I fay it is out of his power 

to prove it. Beſides, it would have been very be- 


"what reaſon any of the deſcendants of the Cromtvelli 


coming the Letter-Writer to have ſhewn, that the 


deſcendants of thoſe Regicides who poſſeſs thoſe 
Vi Eſtates, are not as firm in the principles of 
Loyalty, and as ſtrongly attached to the intereſts 

t our moſt happy Conſtitution, as any of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects whatſoever. . Inftead of this, he 
roundly aſſerts, that the I hal party in Britain are 


* 
* 


fruggling under a heavy load of Taxes.— As he 
has thus diſcriminate or ſingled out the loyal 
Party, by their being under a heavy load of taxes; 
it muſt intend. their being taxed more than, the 
other 2 f the. ſubjects, if it means any thing : 
and. thus we..diſcover who he intends by the de- 


indeed ſubjected to an heavier Land Tax than the 


lying on all Proteftehts. Hence alſo we may know 


— 


E 


2. 


e 


would well ſuit his 


the 


did tread in his ſteps, 
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viz. To this his loyal party, and no doubt but it 
eto have it ſo. 

But if this Letter-Mriter will apply the threat- 

ning, after all I have offer d, I cannot think of a 

better inſtance to which it may correſpond, — 

reigns of the Stuarts. The hypocriſy, the 

pride, the ambition, and the ſtrong diſpoſition to 


Free abſolute 2 without Law, as was the true 
James I. in all n was an 
9 chat G84 dia vile in hi Sen, an his Son's 


Sons, even to the fourth generation, of ſuch that 
r purſue the ſame views 
ſubverſive of our Laws, Liberties, and of the 


whole Conſtitution. Indeed now the Letter-MWri- 


ter had need to enter into himſelf, and exhort o- 
thers to conſider how they may have our preſent 


judgments remov'd, the dire conſequents of that un- 
d murder, and which are thoſe marks of 


infamy that providence has fix d upon us, viz. a 
PROTESTANT KING ; a great train of proteſtant de- 
ſcendants of the Royal Family ; evBLIck LI EER“ 
TY, civil and religious; SECURITY OF PROPERTY; 
and a great AGREEMENT between our King and his 
parliament: Theſe are ſo many inftances of God's 
viſiting the fins of our F — and if God re- 
move them not from us, the end our Letter-Mriter 
propoſes by this annual humiliation will be fruſtrated. 


I wou'd conclude theſe remarks as uſefully as I 


can: . 

And, Firſ#, I wou'd adviſe our Letter-Writer, 
and his fort of Loyaliſts, to learn from the conduct 
and fate of K. Charles I. how uneaſily as well as 


unſafely, abſolute will and arbitrary pleaſure in a 


Ring of England, will make his Crown fit upon 
his Aux ----It is _—_— to the very being as 
well as to the weal of our happy Conſtitution.— At 


the fame time let him obſerve, that a Pupiſt cannot 


poſlibly hold the reins of Government, as it is now 
E 2 con- 


* s 
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- conflituted. RK. James II. is another notable ! in⸗ 
ſtance of it :— the very eſſente of Popery lies in the 
merit of propagating © the faith; and ſerving” the 
Church; 1. e. deſtroying Hereticks: ſo that 5b 
as proteſtantiſm is the prevailing feligion of theſ 
| Kingilama, a popiſn prince cannot govern them. 
This was well known in King Charles Fs time, a3 
is too evident from the Iriſp Maſſacre. 

Secondly, Obſerve with what great impropriety i in 
the ſenſe of our Letter-Writer, this annual humi- 
lation is kept; moſt of the Sticklers for the 
and its devotions, lay the guilt wholly on the mut. 
derers of K. Charles, and recommend an unchriſtian 
hatred, and want of affection, to all that diſſent 
from our Church: whereas the charge is laid wrong 
according to our Letter-Writer, foraſmuch as he 
makes K. Charles II. and the Ro yaliſts, to have had 
the deepeſt hand in the iniquity, in magnificently 
rewarding the murderers, c. 

Thirdly, We may collect from this Letter-Wri- 
ter, one ſtrong reaſon for the continuance of this 
annual Faſt. viz. That a proper ſpirit of indigna- 
tion may be kept up among the unthinking part of 
theſe Kingdoms, in order to render them fitter in- 
ſtruments in the hands of Rome and Hell, upon any 
given opportunity to perpetrate their deſigns, i in the 
deſtruction of the intereſt of Proteſtantiſm in theſe 
Kingdoms. What a plea wou'd this be in the mouth 
of his Holineſs, if he ſhould everhave planted handse- 
nough of the orthodox faith among us? I fay, what | 
a plea this wou'd be to enforce the reaſons of murders 
and cruelties ? viz. that it would be a proper way of 

attoning the blood of the Royal Martyr ; an Inter- 
dict might be laid upon us, and a due value put up- 

on it, in order to gain a full remiſſion from the 
hands of that infallible Vicar of Chriſt, and nothing 
ſhort of a total fubjection to the papal Chair, wou'd, 

in the ſenſe of our mourning Royaliſt, make the 
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be the earneſt prayer, and moſt carefutendeavourot 
every lover of his Country o 


promote. 
" Laftly, A little | acquaintance with only the Bl: 


fory of our own Nation, will informa us; how in- 
determinate their Ideas are about Government and 5 


Subjection; if a King rule in righteouſneſs, arid pur- 
ſue the weal of the people, and govern according to 


the Laws of the Community; if he at the fame 
time has no taſte for mother Church, but abhors her 


Tyranny ! then they can conſecrate Treaſons and 
Aſſaſſinations! witneſs, the plot to deſtroy K. Wil- 
liam the IIId. The ſacredneſs of the holy oyl had 
then, with ſuch wretches, quite loſt its ſanctity, 
and become wholly prophane ! In the reign of K. 
James the IId, the doctrines of non-reſiſtance and 
paſſive obedience came ſmoakin g hot from many 
Pulpits, which were occupied by ſuch jure divino 


men as our Letter-Writer. Then it was, they ſoſtre- 


nuouſly own'd, that the powers that be are ordained 
of God ; and whoſo refiſteth the power, ſhall re- 
ceive damnation. But in K. George the firſts reign, 
no ſooner did- they find themſelves, incapable of 
promoting the good old Caufe, but they ſpirited u 

2 Rebellion, which was conducted under the ple * 


renowned, and couragious Hero] that moſt un- 


doubted Son of the Church, the Chevalier de 

St. George. And then we find by their own 

overt-atts they confeſſed, that the . that be, 

and the divine ordination ſtood for nothing ! And 
to reſiſt the power, altho* it did according to the 

Letter incur damnation ; yet the orig 

the keys of heaven and hell, would take care to put 


theſe 200 men into the beſt place, who ſo well de- 
ſerv'd it. — 
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Peity propitious. The contrary of which ſhou'd 


having 
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